
 2019 10th Grade Gifted 
Summer Reading Assignment 

Texts:  1.  East of Eden by John Steinbeck 
  

Mandatory text for Second Semester:  
1. Classical Tragedy Greek and Roman:  Eight Plays in Authoritative Modern Translations edited by 

Robert W. Corrigan ISBN # I 55783-046-0  
 
Assignment 1:  East of Eden 

● Before you begin the novel, if you are not familiar with the story of Cain and Abel, read a synopsis of it                      
or find a Bible and read Genesis 4: 1-16 (included in other document with questions) 

● READ THE ENTIRE NOVEL 
o We want you to really read the book 
o We want you to pay attention to meaning. 

 
 
Assignment 2:  

1. Trace the events and Nurturing (good) and Destructive (evil) actions of “C” and “A” characters (Cyrus,                
Charles, Cathy, Caleb AND Alice, Adam, Aron, and Abra). Pay attention to how they interact with                
and respond to one another. 

2. Be able to describe the role of both Lee and Samuel and their relationship with one another and others                   
throughout the text 

 
Here are some suggestions of ways to mark the book/Annotate 
 
Chapter Summaries: At the end or beginning of each chapter, write a brief summary of that chapter. This does 
not have to be long or greatly detailed, but should include all relevant incidents. Highlight examples the author 
gives so that you can find them and discuss them in class 
 
Underline & Brackets: Within the text of the book, and as you read, underline or otherwise note 
anything that strikes you as important, significant, or memorable. Make brief comments within the 
side margins that indicate your motivation in underlining. Focus on essential stylistic devices  
 
Allusions: Within the text of the book, circle allusions to works of literature that are unfamiliar 
to you or whose use strikes you as unusual or inventive.  If you see something you recognize from 
How to Read Literature Like a Professor, note it with a sticky note or folded page 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 


